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THE PROBLEM WITH
WESTERN FEMINISM

This article was written by
Faatimah Zahraa Yusuf Lambat (Aged 14
years old) as part of a Young Muslim
Writer’s Competition organised by Muslim
Hands (UK-based charity), Islam Channel
and The University of London’s English
Department.

Faatimah Zahraa won the
journalism category in the competition
on 12 November 2022.

In this article | will be discussing
the prevailing issue of how Western
feminism has neglected and falsely
represented Muslim women.Western
feminism is a movement that strives to
achieve gender equality and improve the
lives of women generally. However, at
times this ideal intensively invalidates
the needs of Muslim women and portrays
them as victims in need of desperate
saving. Surely, a movement made to help
women shouldn’t exclude women right?
Yes, that’s why in this article | hope to
divulge this issue and inspire you to take
a stand and educate yourselves and
others.

Firstly, let’s talk about the hijab.
Western feminism groups have created
this idea that whilst a woman is wearing
a hijab or a nigab they can’t be liberated,
instead they are all monolithically
oppressed and in the shackles of their
patriarchal, misogynistic religion.
However, this is very undermining and
shows a vast ignorance to the history of
the hijab. The hijab was brought about
in a time when women were degraded
and sexism was very extreme. The hijab
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*/was form of protection and made to
elevate the status of women. The hijab
is also for men, but in a different form.
It is offensive and quite frankly
Islamophobic when TV shows and the
media create this fabricated image that
all Muslim women are forced to wear
the hijab. |, like many other Muslims
women, freely and joyfully wear the
hijab every day. So yes, whilst wearing
the hijab we can be liberated.

There has been this wide spread
stimulated stereotype that all Muslim
women need saving from the “wrath of
shariah law.” This is completely contrived
to feed into the white saviour complex
and stigmatise Islam as a whole. All over
the world from the Uighur Muslims to
the France hijab ban to the Indian hijab
ban, the oppression is constant and
unforgiving, yet instead of helping some
choose to use this as a scapegoat for
Western domination and again to degrade
the religion without being fully educated.
People use extremist groups such as the
Taliban and ISIS to paint a picture of Islam
as a whole. The few don’t speak for the
many. These groups that degrade women
clearly are mislabelling their cultural
practices and Islamic practices. The
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and his wife
Khadijah (RA) both advocated for
women’s rights. Also, the Prophet (SAW)
said, “the pursuit of knowledge is
compulsory on both men and women.”
This shows men and women are equal
and Islam is a religion that preaches
gender equality.

Another example of huge neglect
from Western feminism groups is Ahed

Tamimi. Ahed is a 16 year old Palestinian|%
girl who was arrested during a raid of
her home for allegedly attacking an Israeli
officer, this was after her cousin was shot
by the officer. This horrific event has
received a deafening silence from
Western feminism groups. This is because
new outlets and even activist groups like
to silence girls like Ahed whao critique
state sanctions, because their ideals
don’t fit with her ideals. Ahed herself is
an activist, yet she has received no
motivation or encouragement, instead
she was even denied a visa to the US for
her speaking tour. So, again we ask
ourselves why does a movement made
to help women exclude women? Muslim
women make up 1/16 of the whole
world’s population yet we have been
pushed aside and made a subgroup in
Western feminism.

To conclude, in an ideal world
women’s’ rights will be advocated for in
a less narrow, isolating way. Muslim
women want the same as all women.
We want equal rights. We want to be
respected. We want the law to protect
us. We want equal pay. We don’t want
to be viewed as victims. We don’t want
to be pushed aside. We are all beautifully
different and we should embrace that
instead of subjecting to labels and
groups.

Faatimah Zahraa is the grand-
daughter of Ismail A. Lambat,
Manchester
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